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Preface
The Community & Regional Development Institute (CaRDI) at Cornell University has strengthened Cornell’s 
role as a leader in responding to current and emerging challenges and opportunities in community and eco-
nomic development in New York State for two decades.  New Yorkers are living through a period of remarkable 
change.  Among challenges faced are the restructuring of traditional economic bases, increasing local govern-
ment costs and demands for services, a global recession, land use changes, and pressures to develop new energy 
resources in the face of climate change.   At the same time, new domestic and global markets are emerging, 
green technologies represent a growing employment sector, land use planning innovations are taking hold, 
the local agricultural sector is growing, environmental interests and concerns are influencing policy directions 
more generally, and communication technologies are bringing people together in new ways.   Working with 
Cornell faculty and staff--including Cornell Cooperative Extension’s network of county offices--and other state 
and regional institutions, CaRDI is a center of dialogue and collaboration addressing needs at the local, state, 
and national levels.   
CaRDI’s programming seeks to build community capacity – the knowledge, skills, attitudes and resources 
community members need to proactively and collaboratively identify, pursue and achieve their development 
goals. The CaRDI publications are an important vehicle for connecting Cornell University researchers and 
their work on community and economic development issues with stakeholders across New York State and be-
yond.  The publications may be reprinted in community newspapers, published in organizations’ newsletters, 
forwarded via listservs, and used as teaching tools in schools and elsewhere.  It is our hope that these publica-
tions provide evidence-based research to inform decision-making at the local, regional, and state level.  We 
strive to foster a productive dialogue around these and other issues and to strengthen our relationships with 
stakeholders across the state.
The following is the 2010 collection of two CaRDI publications:  the New York Minute (August 2010 was 
the first issue to carry this new name – previously the publication was named Rural New York Minute) and 
the Research & Policy Brief Series.  Both of these publications are issued 6 times per year, alternating every 
other month.  In addition to the publications featured here, CaRDI also published one CaRDI Reports during 
2010, entitled “Making Good Choices:  What Local Policy Makers Need to Know about the Green Economy”. 
All CaRDI publications are available on our website at www.cardi.cornell.edu.  
If you have any questions or comments about these publications, please contact Robin Blakely-Armitage at 
rmb18@cornell.edu or 607-254-6795.
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